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Democracy International 

• Increase forms of ‘direct democracy’ 

• Greatest success: European Citizens’ 

Initiative 

• Current European campaign to increase 

participatory and direct democracy in EU 



EU crisis of democratic legitimacy 

• Democratic deficit reaching its limits 

– closed-door negotiations, intergovernmentalism, weak 

EU Parliament, minimal citizen engagement 
 

• Gap between the EU and citizens is growing, 

confidence is plummeting,  

– 50% of EU citizens do not think  

their voice matters, rising  

extremism and nationalism 

 



How do we democratise the 

European Union? 

How do we build a Europe of the citizens? 



Real reforms!  

Change the Lisbon Treaty! 

Major democracy reforms 

require Treaty change 

 

Treaty change requires 

Convention (Lisbon Treaty) 

Treaties must anyway be revised 

 

Experience from previous Conventions  

 

 





Aims 

1. EU Convention for democratic reform 

 

1. Process must be democratic, transparent 

and participatory  

 

1. Pan-European referendum at its end 



Partners at EU and national levels 



Actions 

Political pressure on EP 

Public actions 

Spread the network 



Spread petition 
SPREAD THE 

PETITION 



SUPPORT  
CANDIDATE SURVEY 



European  

Democracy Day 
17th May 2014 

Europe-wide actions & events 

 



EU is more than the Euro 
 

 
Guerrilla  

coins 



Memoranda 

Youth, 

Economists, 

Lawyers 

 





Join us at democraticeuropenow.org! 
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